Contextual Palette Opacity

By Daniel J. Wilson
http://blog.wilsonet.com

Concept Overview

As in Microsoft Word 2004 for Mac OS X, clarify window
focus and make application tool palettes less obtrusive by
changing their opacity based on input focus.

File Edit Format View Find Mode

¢ SubEthaEdit

806 A index.php

2:26  «<No selected symbol> 3
1| <7php

S Don't remove thiz line! */

requiref '. wp-blog-header.php ' ;

T

=tphp required . wp-dstotz-functions.php s 7=

<IDACTYPE ktml PUBLIC "-/AW3CAADTD xHTHML 1.8 Tranzitional//
EN" "http: A w3 0rg TR xhtm lLDTD A xhtml1-

Ltranzitional .dtd"=

<html xmlnz="htip i/ www w3 0rg 1999 xhtiml "=

[ g I W T S W R (¥ ]

<ead profile="http:/fanpg.orgs=fn/1"=
10 =title==7php bloginfaof 'nomne )3 T==7php wp_titled); 7=/
Litle=

neta http-equiv="Content-Tvpe" content="text html;
charset=<"php bloginfo{ 'chorset 'y =" /=

13 neta name="generator" content="WordPress =php
bloginfof "version '3 7=" /=
14 aneta name="kevwords" content="Daniel J. Wilzon,

Daniel, Wil=son, uszability, user, experience, UI, interface,
interaction design, Mac 05 X, weblog, HCI" /=

15 neta name="deszcription" content="Daniel J. Wilzon's
weblog covering usability, Mac 03 x, technology, music, and
general Mac and open zource news" fx= <l—- leave thiz for
zstats ——=

PHP-HTML

&
v
5w -

(LF)

Spaces (4) Western (Mac O5 Roman

and window color are not great enough to help much.
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Using [SubEthaEdit, || am sometimes briefly confused as to which window is in focus - the
document or the Find palette? Layering is used, but that only provides focus information if
there is overlap between the Find palette and the document window. The changes in highlight
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Curio's |Inspector palette could use opacity to make it less
visually prominent. As with the Formatting palette in Word
2004, it would return to normal opacity once the mouse
enters the window or once it has keyboard focus.
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