Mac OS X Notifications

Concept Overview
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Taking a page (maybe two) from Microsoft's book, Mac OS X
should provide a way for applications to communicate
information to users without using dialog windows that
interrupt the user's workflow. This example uses iTunes (4.6),
largely because of my annoyance with its current CDDB
connection and retrieval behavior, which forces iTunes to the
foreground.
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iTunes has successfully
retrieved disc information
from Gracenote CDDB™.

Slides in from the menu
bar, slides back after a
few seconds or
receiving user input if
needed.
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Brings the relevant dialog to the foreground.
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iTunes has found multiple
Gracenote CDDB™ entries
for this disc.

Select One...

@ diwilson

Some other possibilities:

« Incoming mail message previews, a la MailAppetizer

«  File transfer status messages (NOT a progress indicator)
This is rather nicely implemented in the Windows version
of Firefox

«  CD import completion
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iTunes has found multiple
CDDB entries for this disc.

Select One...

Contact availability

Miles Davis is now
available.

Appointments

In 30 Minutes:

Meeting with Bob

Syndication feed updates
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New Headlines:

Clippy's Revenge

Users could set certain feeds to display a bezel when their
headlines were updated.
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